Scott Hagan
Senior Pastor

scott@statesborofirst.com

Stephanie Smith
Executive Pastor

stephanie@statesborofirst.com

Becca Brown

Director of Student Ministries
becca@statesborofirst.com

Clay Boerner

Asst Director of Student Ministries
clay@statesborofirst.com

Jodie Hendrix

Director of Children Ministries
jodie@statesborofirst.com

Eastyn Durrence

Asst Director of Children Ministries
eastyn@statesborofirst.com

Ann Haskins

Director of Preschool & Childcare Ministries
ann@statesborofirst.com

Jackson Borges

Director of Music Ministries
jackson@statesborofirst.com

Cameron Helwege
Creative Director

cameron@statesborofirst.com

James Dixon

Facilities Manager

james@statesborofirst.com

Robin Kersey
Bookkeeper

robin@statesborofirst.com

Jen Becker

Administrative Assistant
jen@statesborofirst.com

Arnold Stephens
Custodian

FOR THE WEEK OF:

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

Patsy Brogdon
Housekeeper

Worship Services:
Traditional Worship

Contemporary Worship

in our Sanctuary

in our Fellowship Hall

8:30AM & 11:00AM

9:01AM & 11:00AM

Watch online at www.statesborofirst.com/live
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The Nursery is available for infants, toddlers
and other children under the age of 4 as of
September 1, 2022. It’s located on the first floor
near the elevator.
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Seasons of Rest

I am not a farmer. The total breadth of my farming knowledge comes from living
next to farms for five years. I noticed something about the fields and the harvest they
produced. While I looked forward to another year of enjoying the process of the cotton
being birthed within its boll and the stalks of corn growing taller and taller, neither of
those things happened.
I learned that “crop rotation,” was necessary and important for the life of the plants
as well as the field. You see, if the farmer plants the same crops year after year,
the ground will become depleted of vital nutrients. Pests will learn where their
favorite meals are and set up camp. In short, the land will “tire.” Rotating plants puts
nourishment back into the soil, and every once in a while, the ground needs a break.
I haven’t been able to stop thinking about those fields lately—about cotton, corn, fallow,
hay, and more. They taught me something valuable, something I’d forgotten to work
out in my own life. I need seasons of rest and rotations too.
The world around us seems to teach us to “Go, go, go!” I sometimes feel guilty if I’m
not constantly going and doing, not available for every night of the week. I mean,
doesn’t Jesus want me to be the best until I drop? Even if I’m exhausted, cranky, and
rarely see my family?
What if the fallow seasons put nutrients back in the soil? Over time, I found I
had increased focus on my marriage and parenting, which yielded incredible
results. Looking back, this “fallow” season was what I needed, even though it was
uncomfortable. Yes, we are called to be active, productive members of the body of
Christ, but the soil of our hearts needs rotation and rest.
What season are you in? Has the soil been stripped of nutrients? Are you trying to
produce a harvest while the ground is starved? Is it time to make a rotation? Do you
need a fallow season? If so, look at where you are overcommitted, so that in due
season you can step back in from a place of fullness and joy.

Statesboro First United Methodist Church News
Charge Conference Coming Up

Sunday School Class Pictures

Our annual Charge Conference has been set for
Monday, October 4 at 6:00PM, in our Fellowship
Hall. This is a moment of connection within the
life of local United Methodist churches, when
we look over the ministry of the past year and
prepare for the ministry of a year to come. Led
by the Rev. Stephen Grantham, our Northeast
District Superintendent, it is to be attended by
members of the Church Council, and open to
everyone in the church.

Sunday School class pictures will be taken
this Sunday, September 26 and everyone is
encouraged to attend.

Missions - Hurricane Response
Our Missions Committee has extended the date
to bring supplies to the church for the UMCOR
cleaning buckets. Place items in a bag and
deliver them to the church by October 1, and
volunteers will then pack the buckets. Let’s buy
enough for 100 buckets! Find the supply list
online at https://statesborofirst.com/missions.

Revival Prayer Vigil
The Revival Prayer Committee invites you to
volunteer and sign up for a 30-minute slot for
prayer time during the 72 hours leading up to
Revival. Sunday school class leaders have
been given the information and designated
slots for each class to fill. If you are interested
in volunteering to pray during this prayer vigil
there are additional sign up sheets in the church
office. Volunteers may pray at home, at the
church, in the Upper Room, or anywhere during
the chosen time slot. Please join us in praying
for restoration and revival in our church!

Student Ministry News
Youth Helping Make UMCOR Cleaning Buckets
We have a fantastic opportunity to put our faith into action by making flood relief buckets.
We are partnering with UMCOR to provide and assemble cleaning kits that will be distributed
to families affected by the recent floods and hurricanes. This is a tangible way to provide
for people’s physical needs, and hopefully in the process they will be open to hearing the
Gospel. We are asking for students to contribute as many items as they can to help us
achieve the goal of making as many complete buckets that we can. Students are to bring in
all items on September 29 (or before if needed) and we will assemble buckets that evening
in small groups. The list of needed supplies can be found on the church website under the
Missions tab.

Children’s Ministries News
Fall Showcase

On Sunday October 10, our children will be singing during the 9:01AM and 11AM
Traditional service. More info to come!

Farmers Market Mission Day

We had a great time on Saturday morning passing out cold bottled waters at the
Farmers Market! We enjoyed serving our community!

Church Calendar
Sunday, September 26
8:30AM - Traditional Service, Sanctuary
9:01AM - 901 Service, FH
11:00AM - Traditional Service, Sanctuary
11:00AM - REVIVE Service, FH
4:30PM - Youth Band Rehearsal, YR
6:00PM - Youth Surge, FH/306
Monday, September 27
7:00AM - Youth Breakfast Club, 306

Tuesday, September 28
6:00PM - Al Anon, Grace House
6:00PM - Revival Parking Team Meeting, 306
Wednesday, September 29
6:15PM - Wednesday Night Ministry
Thursday, September 30
6:00PM - Chancel Ringers Rehearsal, 305
Saturday, October 2
12:00PM - Soup Kitchen
5:30PM - Averitt/Childs Wedding, Sanctuary

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lay Liturgist
8:30AM Jimmy High
11:00AM Martha Ray

PRELUDE

Prelude on “Ratisbon” (We Believe in One True God)
Richard White

CALL TO WORSHIP

		

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
And the earth shows God’s handiwork.
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts,
Be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.
~From Psalm 19

OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN OF PRAISE

We Believe in One True God
UMH #85

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles Creed UMH#881

CHILDREN ARE DISMISSED TO KID’S WORSHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS
Give Me Jesus
Larry Fleming

REVIVAL TESTIMONY
Janice Smith

SCRIPTURE READING & MESSAGE
8:30AM Rev. Dr. Scott Hagan
11:00AM Rev. Stephanie Smith

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT

How Firm a Foundation (verses 1 & 5)
UMH #529

*BENEDICTION & POSTLUDE
Credo Fugue in d, BWV 680
Johann Sebastian Bach

*Congregation standing if able during this portion of the service.
The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver.

Our Church Family
Prayers for Linda Arnold who is
recovering after a stay at EGR.
Continued prayers for Ann Mullins,
Marie & Terry McCorkle, Edwina
Amerison, Klenke Bredenberg, Chuck
Shiels, Charlie Christmas, Dot Piazza,
Betty (Fred) Hodges, Barbara Fox,
Inman & Mary Sue Hodges, Earl &
Jewel Dabbs, Janette Johnson, Shirley
Connell, Carter Berkeley, Betty Rushing
and Gretchen Jackson
Every week we invite you to join us in
praying for:
1) Our nation’s military and the
civilians who support them as they
defend freedom around the world.
2) First-responders, who serve and
protect our communities.
3) Government Leaders at every levelfor God’s will to be done through them
and around them.

Attendance

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
In Person Worship: 329
8:30AM: 37

9:01AM: 136

11:00AM: 88

REVIVE: 68

Online Worship: 159
9:01AM: 70

11:00AM: 89

Offering
Offering Received: $24,351.14
Special Offering - Children’s Home
$342.00

