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This week I have found myself searching for how to pray. The need for prayer is so great, not
only here, but all around the world. Our local COVID numbers are on the rise. We make decisions
and wrestle with indecision. We fight against each other. We desire to be together, yet we fear
the consequences of our gathering. We look at daily numbers and often do not see that each
number represents a life; one who is sick, one who is in need of healing, one who cares closely
for someone else. Lord, give us eyes to see, hearts to feel, and hands to bring comfort.
Still, my heart stirs for those beyond Statesboro, Georgia.
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere with more than half its population living
in poverty, and political unrest. These people, who are each created in the image of God, have
just experienced two tropical storms and an earthquake which claimed the lives of 1,400 people.
This has left many displaced from their homes, and as I write, another storm, Grace, has just
passed by with greater potential for flooding and mudslides. I can hear the cries of the Hatian
people “God, where are you?”
My heart also breaks for the people of Afghanistan. The world is on edge in the wake of the
Taliban taking control, fearful of why this could happen, but no one is more fearful than those
who are currently left behind in an unsettled country. I think of the women and children who
fear for their lives, their futures, and their position in the world, and for the soldiers who will be
deployed to work for peace. Again cries go up “I feel alone, lost, forsaken.”
The uncertainty of our world calls me back to prayer. In the brokenness of my spirit, I share this
prayer a paraphrase of Psalm 42 from Psalms/Now - Stephanie
I pray, but the heavens, too, are empty.				
His love for me is ever the same.
It is almost as if God has forgotten all about me.		
He will renew my faith in Him;
And while I struggle with the sickness of doubt, 			
I can again shout His praises
People around me say,					
Even when I don’t feel His presence.
“If God is not dead, where is He?”			
Truly He is God,
O foolish heart, why do you seethe in unrest?			
And He is my Help and my Hope.
God has not changed;					
Lord, hear our prayer, even when we don’t
							know what to say.
		

Statesboro First United Methodist Church News
Ready for Revival

Wedding Coordinators Needed

If you would like to listen the the music
preparing our hearts for Revival, simply
pull up your camera app, aim it at this link,
and Spotify Music should come up with the
amazing playlist of songs to stir your heart
towards Revival.

We are excited about all the weddings
scheduled to happen here at Statesboro First.
However, we are in need of more Wedding
Coordinators. This is a paid position to help
protect the properties of the church during
weddings. If you are interested or have
questions about this position, please call the
Church Office.

New Folks Invited to Meet the Pastors
Scott and Stephanie invite our guests and visitors
to a ‘Get to Know You Gathering’ this Sunday,
August 22 at 10:00AM. We will meet in Room
206, and share our church’s values and how we
live out our mission.

Student Ministry News
Sunday Night Surge - August 22 at 6PM
Surge is our traditional youth group meeting. Students will check in under the portico near
the back parking lot and gather in the Fellowship Hall for a hangout time before being
split by ages. High School and Middle School students will have separate game time and
sermons, but will all worship as one group. Snacks and drinks will be provided! Pick up is
at 7:30PM.

Breakfast Club - August 23 at 7AM
Students will be dropped off on East Cherry Street right outside the courtyard gates.We will
have Chick Fill A, donuts, and a variety of snack/drink options. The cost is $2.00. We will
end the program with a gift card drawing, a devotion, and rides to school for all students!

Children’s Ministries News
Nursery Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to form a Nursery team. If this is something you may be
interested in volunteering your time please let me know. It would be a commitment
of 1-2 Sundays a month. This is a great and fun way to get plugged into our church
and the Children’s Ministry. We are in need of caring, loving members to help watch
our children on Sundays. Contact Jodie Hendrix if you are interested.

Church Calendar
Sunday, August 22
8:30AM - Traditional Service, Sanctuary
9:01AM - 901 Service, FH
11:00AM - Traditional Service, Sanctuary
11:00AM - REVIVE Service, FH
4:30PM - Youth Band Rehearsal, YR
6:00PM - Youth Surge, FH/306
Monday, August 23
7:00AM - Youth Breakfast Club, 306
6:00PM - Church Council Meeting, FH

Tuesday, August 24
6:00PM - Al Anon, Grace House
Wednesday, August 25
6:15PM - Wednesday Night Ministry
Thursday, August 26
6:00PM - Chancel Ringers Rehearsal, 305
Saturday, August 28
12:00PM - Soup Kitchen

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Élevation
Théodore Dubois

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 100)

It is God who made us, and we are God’s;
we are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,
and God’s courts with praise! Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN OF PRAISE MEDLEY see insert
CHILDREN ARE DISMISSED TO KID’S WORSHIP
PASSING OF THE PEACE
PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY

Steal Away
arr., Howard Helvey

REVIVAL TESTIMONY

Karen David - 8:30AM
Linda Hubbard - 11:00AM

SCRIPTURE READING & MESSAGE
Rev. Stephanie Smith - 8:30AM
Rev. Dr. Scott Hagan - 11:00AM

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT MEDLEY see insert
*BENEDICTION & POSTLUDE
Tuba Tune
Craig Sellar Lang

*Congregation standing if able during this portion of the service.
The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask an usher for a receiver.

Our Church Family
Prayers for Jake Brown, grandson of
Jean Deal, upon his deployment.
Continued prayers for Edwina
Amerison (mother of Susan Pope),
Klenke Bredenberg (father of Karen
LeCain), Chuck Shiels, Charlie
Christmas, Dot Piazza, Betty (Fred)
Hodges, Barbara Fox, Inman & Mary
Sue Hodges, Earl & Jewel Dabbs, Hilda
Dutrow, Janette Johnson, Shirley
Connell, George Anne Thigpen, Carter
Berkeley, Nora Ford, Pat Maddox, Betty
Rushing and Gretchen Jackson (sisterin-law of Allison Jackson)
Every week we invite you to join us in
praying for:
1) Our nation’s military and the
civilians who support them as they
defend freedom around the world.
2) First-responders, who serve and
protect our communities.
3) Government Leaders at every levelfor God’s will to be done through them
and around them.

Attendance
AUGUST 16, 2021

In Person Worship: 275
8:30AM: 41

9:01AM: 86

11:00AM: 100

REVIVE: 48

Online Worship: 193
9:01AM: 95

11:00AM: 98

Offering
Offering Received: $19,526.32
New Building: $200
(Total $87,338.40)

